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Pickup in the Rain 

One night, at 11:30 PM, an older African American woman was standing on the side of an 
Alabama highway trying to endure a lashing rain storm. 

Her car had broken down and she desperately needed a ride. 

Soaking wet, she decided to flag down the next car. 

A young white man stopped to help her, generally unheard of in those conflict-filled 1960s. The 
man took her to safety, helped her get assistance and put her into a taxi cab. She seemed to be 
in a big hurry, but wrote down his address and thanked him. 

Seven days went by and a knock came on the man's door. To his surprise, a giant console color 
TV was delivered to his home.  A special note was attached. It read: "Thank you so much for 
assisting me on the highway the other night. The rain drenched not only my clothes, but also my 
spirits. Then you came along. Because of you, I was able to make it to my dying husband's 
bedside just before he passed away. 

God bless you for helping me and unselfishly serving others." 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Nat King Cole.

H o l i d a y s

Last year we witnessed the "Miracle of the Mine”, this past September we relived the horrors of 
September 11, 2001 for the tenth time. With the coming of this Joyous Holiday Season I am printing a 
story I found. Whether it is true or not does not matter because it’s message is what is important, one 
we should carry in our hearts year round.

Happy
SMOKE SIGNALS
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This article was given to me by Bob Henken and comes from “U.S. Centennial Flight Commission”. I 
found the article very interesting and I think you will too. Pay attention to the last page especially if 
you have children or grandchildren and you like to build.

The Gee Bees: The Planes, Their Designers, and Their Pilots

The Gee Bees--a series of 1930s racing planes--are 
perhaps the most famous, or infamous, aircraft in aviation 
history, depending on one's viewpoint. During the early 
1930s, the Gee Bees were among the fastest planes of the 
day and won several prestigious National Air Races, but 
several pilots also lost their lives while flying them. To 
date, the Gee Bees have remained very controversial. 
While some people have labeled them "killer planes" and 
"the most dangerous aircraft ever built," others admire 
their engineering and claim that they were just too 
aerodynamically advanced for the pilots of the day to 
handle. Whatever the case, the history of the Gee Bees 
seems destined to remain a point of contention among 
aviation enthusiasts and historians.

The Gee Bees took their name from the initials of their designers, the Granville Brothers of Springfield, 
Massachusetts. In the early 1920s, Zantford Granville, the oldest of five brothers, started working as an auto 
mechanic. By 1925, he was trading engine repairs for flight lessons, and he quickly acquired his pilot's license. 
With his brothers, Thomas, Robert, Mark, and Edward, he founded Granville Brothers Aircraft, an airplane repair 
shop. Shortly after, the Granvilles expanded their business into an abandoned dance hall on the outskirts of town, 
thanks to a loan from the Taits, another set of Springfield brothers.

In 1929, the Granvilles built their first aircraft, a two-seat biplane named the Model A. It was the first in a line of 
aircraft they dubbed the "Sportsters," which they advertised as "the fastest and most maneuverable licensed 
airplane for its horsepower in the United States." The Granvilles' main business goal, as they entered the 1930s, 
was to produce a series of Sportsters for sale to aviation enthusiasts. But when the commercial aviation market 
started to dry up in the early years of the Great Depression, they began to explore other options. Although they 
would continue to construct aircraft for private use, they also started to modify planes for air races in the hope 
that they could secure some of the National Air Races' large cash prizes.

In 1930, the Granvilles produced the Model X monoplane for use in the Cirrus Engine Company's All American 
Flying Derby. The derby--which was the world's longest air race at the time--was a trip of approximately 5,500 
miles (8851 kilometers) that took pilots in a circuit from Michigan to Texas, and then to California, before 
returning to Michigan. Lowell Bayles, a well-known airman of the day who liked to fly barefoot so that he could 
feel the rudder pedals more easily, flew the Model X to a second place finish. Encouraged by such a good 
showing on their first time out, the brothers decided to continue to modify planes for racing.

The next aircraft the Granvilles produced was the Model Y Senior Sportster. Although they originally designed 
the Model Y for use as a private plane, it still did very well on the racing circuit. This factor, when coupled with 
the fact that the Great Depression had essentially decimated the commercial aviation market, was all that the 
Granvilles needed to convince them to turn all of their attention to producing racing planes.

The Granvilles were top-notch engineers who experimented with some of the most advanced aerodynamic 
theories of the day, particular for private airplane manufactures. They were working with wind tunnels before 
most aircraft companies began using them. Because they built the Gee Bees to the highest performance standards 
they could design, only the most skilled pilots could handle their aircraft. The Gee Bees had a very fast landing 
speed and were much more difficult to fly than other racers of the era. Unlike most airplanes of the period, the 
Gee Bees' wingspans were noticeably wider than the length of their fuselages. Contemporaries easily recognized 
the short and chubby little planes because, as one observer noted, they resembled "a section of sewer pipe which 
had sprouted stubby wings."

http://www.centennialofflight.gov/essay/Dictionary/Natl_Air_Races/DI202.htm
http://www.centennialofflight.gov/essay/Dictionary/Natl_Air_Races/DI202.htm
http://www.centennialofflight.gov/essay/Dictionary/Wing_Construction/DI107.htm
http://www.centennialofflight.gov/essay/Dictionary/Wing_Construction/DI107.htm
http://www.centennialofflight.gov/essay/Dictionary/power/DI122.htm
http://www.centennialofflight.gov/essay/Dictionary/power/DI122.htm
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The Gee Bees: The Planes, Their Designers, and Their Pilots

In 1931, the Granvilles produced their first full-fledged 
racer, the Model Z.  Bob Hall, a fine pilot and one of 
Granville Brother Aircraft's most promising engineers, 
helped design the plane. Hall and the Granvilles 
specifically designed it with the goal of winning that 
year's prestigious Thompson Trophy, and they 
succeeded. In fact, at that year's National Air Races in 
Cleveland, the plane exceeded all of their expectations 
when both Bayles and Hall piloted Model Z's to win 
five first place trophies. On September 1, Bayles won 
the coveted Thompson Trophy Race, a closed circuit 
race of 100 miles (161 kilometers), in 25 minutes, 23 
seconds, by averaging more than 236.24 miles per hour 
(380 kilometers per hour). Maude Tait, the daughter of 
one of the brothers who had originally loaned the 
Granvilles money, also flew a Gee Bee to victory at the 
same meet.   Tait won the Cleveland Pneumatic Aero Trophy Race for Women in a Model Y.

Later in 1931, Bayles made several attempts to set a new speed record in his Model Z. On December 1, he 
actually exceeded the then current record of 278.4 miles per hour (448 kilometers per hour) by averaging 281.75 
miles per hour (453 kilometers per hour) during a time trial, but because world record rules required him to 
surpass the previous mark by more than 4.97 miles per hour (8 kilometers per hour), he did not receive credit for 
a new record. Then, on December 5, while making another attempt at the record, Bayles's plane pitched up 
sharply and its right wing folded in half. The sudden change caused the plane to spin uncontrollably and crash. 
Bayles died on impact. When race officials later reviewed a film of the accident, they determined that a gas cap 
had loosened during the flight and had flown back and knocked Bayles unconscious. On January 14, 1932, 
aviation officials awarded Bayles a new speed record posthumously for his 281.75-mile-per-hour (453 kilometer-
per-hour) flight. Although the Granvilles had achieved a certain degree of fame with the Model Z by winning so 
many trophies at the 1931 National Air Races, the plane also, perhaps undeservedly, started to saddle them with a 
reputation as the designers of "death traps."

Bayles's accident did not deter the Granvilles from building more 
racers. In fact, they produced two more racing planes less than a 
year after the tragedy. The first racer they rolled out that year 
was the R-1. The Granvilles had specifically designed it with the 
hope of winning the Thompson Trophy, and, once again, they 
succeeded. Pilot Jimmy Doolittle not only flew the R-1 to 
victory in the Thompson Race on September 5, 1932, but he also 
lapped his competitors in the process by averaging 252.67 miles 
per hour (407 kilometers per hour). As he noted about the plane, 
it flew "like a bullet."

The second racer the Granvilles built in 1932 was the R-2. Its 
sole purpose was to win the Bendix transcontinental race, 
another of the nation's most prestigious air contests. 
Unfortunately for the Granvilles, the R-2 did not achieve its goal. 
During the Bendix, it suffered an oil leak and pilot Lee Gehlbach 
could coax it only to a fourth place finish.

http://www.centennialofflight.gov/essay/Explorers_Record_Setters_and_Daredevils/trophies/EX10.htm
http://www.centennialofflight.gov/essay/Explorers_Record_Setters_and_Daredevils/trophies/EX10.htm
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       FREE         FREE            FREE
Bob Henken is graciously offering to our members free 
plans, patterns, jigs and instructions to anyone who is 
interested in building a Gee Bee pedal plane for their son, 
daughter or grand child.

So if you are good with your 
hands and like to build 
things, I am not a skilled 
builder so that is why I 
belong to the “Meroke Build 
Club”, here is a great 

project for you to show your kids how much you care. 
You have the opportunity to give your little ones a unique one of 
a kind experience.

If interested contact Bob Henken at 516-592-3559.
 

The Gee Bees: The Planes, Their Designers, and Their Pilots
In 1933, the Granville Brothers suffered several major 
setbacks that undoubtedly contributed to the demise of 
their company. The first set of incidents occurred during 
the Bendix in July. During a landing in Indianapolis, the 
R-2 sustained some damage, and its pilot, Russell Thaw, 
decided to drop out of the race (although the Granvilles 
would repair the R-2 shortly after, it would quickly suffer 
another crash that would put it permanently out of 
commission). On the same day as Thaw's accident, 
Russell Boardman, who was also competing in the 
Bendix, died when his R-1 crashed shortly after takeoff 
from Indianapolis. Then, in September, Florence 
Klingensmith, a 25-year-old female pilot, lost her life 
during the Phillips Trophy Free-For-All Race in Chicago, 
when she flew her Model Y Gee Bee into a tree. By the 

end of 1933, Granville Brothers Aircraft was bankrupt, not necessarily because of the repercussions caused by 
the accidents but rather because the Granvilles had not won enough prize money to keep their company going.

One of the final ironies of the Gee Bees' history occurred in 1934. On February 12, Zantford Granville, the oldest  
brother, was flying one of the last Sportsters to a customer when he ran into trouble. While trying to land in 
Spartanburg, South Carolina, Zantford suddenly noticed a construction crew in the landing area. When he 
quickly tried to abort the landing by pulling up, the Sportster's engine failed and the plane crashed. Zantford died 
en route to the hospital.

From their inception in the early 1930s to the present day, the Gee Bees have remained among the most 
controversial airplanes in aviation history. While some scholars and aircraft enthusiasts have continued to 
consider them "killer planes," others admire their advanced aerodynamic designs and argue that several skilled 
pilots safely flew the Gee Bees to several key victories and records. Regardless of how one views the brief 
history of the 22 Gee Bees, it seems that there will always be a wide range of opinions about the well-known 
racers.
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PRIMARY TRAINING: Propeller Safety 

As the newest member of the editorial staff of Fly RC magazine, I think I should introduce myself. Many of 
you will recognize my name from my regular reviews and how-to articles. They will continue, and I have 
also taken the helm of what I consider to be a very important section of this magazine—the monthly 
“Primary Training” column. My aviation background is one of deep involvement in all aspects of RC and 
full-size flying. As a lifelong RC modeler, airline captain and full-size aerobatics competitor, I find that 
training with a focus on continual improvement is one of the most important tools we can use to make this 
great hobby what it’s supposed to be—fun!

With that, I have to ask one question: which kind of 
pilot and modeler do you want to be? You’d be 
surprised at the responses that this seemingly simple 
question elicits. The most common answers include 
superlatives like “good” and “great.” Others answer 
that question with a very specific goal: they want to 
be able to hover a model or fly low passes with their 
warbird. My own answer is that I want to be a safe 
and competent modeler. To some of you, that might 
seem so obvious that it goes without saying. 
Unfortunately, safety can easily be forgotten in the 
excitement of the moment.

 LET’S BE SAFE FIRST

The traditional safety structure of AMA clubs has done a lot to reinforce good safety habits over the years. 
Unfortunately, with the advances made in electric flight and its often less organized and more isolated 
nature, we have many up-and-coming pilots who have little, if any, way to learn good safety practices. From 
time to time I will offer suggestions that will help keep you, your model and, most important, any spectators 
stay as safe as you can be. This is a great hobby for sharing with younger family members, and it is 
incumbent upon us to teach younger modelers how to be safe.

 Your model airplane’s most dangerous part is its propeller. Even the smaller “park flyer” propellers can 
cause significant damage, as shown here. In the full-size aviation world, we assume that the propeller can 
turn at any moment. This is a great approach to dealing with your model airplane as well.

I know articles like this seem to be very obvious and simplistic, we all say “I know all about safety I’m no 
Dummy!” Well sometimes we all need a reminder or two and I am one Dummy who needs reminding since I 
am guilty of not paying attention a few weekends ago letting the prop graze my wrist when I was putting my 
starter aside. So here’s an article I found to help me and all of you remember that SAFETY COMES FIRST!!!
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I’m sure you’re wondering about the story behind the photo shown 
here. Yes, that is my hand; and yes, I failed to heed my own 
recommended safety practices; in fact, I broke several rules. I’ll set the 
stage for my accident: with a new 3D park flyer resting on the tailgate 
of my truck, I was preparing for its first flight. My first mistake was to 
plug the model in when it wasn’t secured. After a quick control check, I 
realized that the rudder channel was backwards, so I entered my radio’s 
programming mode with the model still powered up and still unsecured
—mistakes 2 and 3. While intending to reverse the rudder channel, I inadvertently reversed the throttle channel, and 
the model leapt forward and attacked my hand. My initial reaction was one of shock. How could that little propeller 
have done that much damage?
 
Racing home with my hand wrapped tightly in a towel (no, I didn’t have a first aid kit in the truck), I couldn’t help 
but think of the avoidable consequences of my actions. What if my sons or my daughter had been with me standing 
next to the model? What if I had been flying a higher-powered model? The model in question was a 150W park flyer 
turning a 9-inch slowflyer propeller. Imagine the damage a 1500W 16-inch propeller would have done. The best 
case might have been that I lost a finger or two; in the worst case, I’d have lost the use of my hand.
 
Fortunately, my accident allowed me the opportunity and the clarity required to refocus my personal routine and 
make my flying as safe as it can be. Following the simple rules given here and focusing on safely when you operate 
your model will do wonders to keep you and your family and friends safe while you have fun flying or teaching 
them to fly.
 
Don’t hesitate to contact me with your questions or comments at scotts@ flyrc.com. Let’s keep it safe out there, and 
till next time, remember that learning is fun!
 
 

SIMPLE TIPS TO KEEP YOU SAFE
■ Treat every propeller as if it may turn at any moment.
■ Treat every propeller as if it will fail structurally at any moment. Keep all body parts clear of the propeller arc at all times.
■ Remove the propeller from the motor whenever you are doing ESC/motor setup, testing and programming.
■ Properly secure your electric aircraft before you attach any power source; remember, it may start at any moment.
■ Be sure to properly secure your model with a tie-down or have a helper hold it before you start its engine or motor.
■ Between hand-props, give glow and gas airplanes a firm tug to ensure that the tie-down is holding them securely. One of 
my friends lost a few fingers when his model jumped forwards after starting with a loose tie-down rope.
■ When tuning your engine, you must stay clear of the propeller arc. Preferably, tune the needles with the engine shut down.
■ If it’s available on your transmitter, use a throttle lock or a throttle kill function to avoid an unplanned application of 
throttle until you’re ready to fly. I use this function religiously— but I never trust that it is activated! Check!
■ Always tell spectators not to touch or move your model’s propeller.
■ Never, ever reuse a damaged propeller. The cost of an injury far outweighs the cost of a new propeller, even if it takes a 
quick drive to the hobby shop.
■ Keep a first aid kit in your work shop and in your car.

CONCLUSION
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A MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT TED EVANGELATOS

Fellow Merokes,

I find it hard to believe that we are already in December of 2011, 
i.e. two full years after I first got elected as the club President. 
How time flies… But it has been a good journey, I learned a lot on 
the way and I had fun doing it. 

A lot has happened during these two years: We dedicated our 
flying field to a World War I hero, Raoul Lufbery. We have a new, 
pleasant meeting facility that can comfortably accommodate the 
whole membership for any club meeting or other function. And at 
our flying field we have built a shed to call our own, where we can 
store some of our flying equipment making it readily available for our instructors to use on a 
moment’s notice.

Like most aspects of our hobby, being the club President has been a learning experience for 
me. For the most part the membership treated me kindly, put up with my mistakes and stepped 
up to help the club when I asked them to volunteer. Others didn’t, but that was ok too. I never 
forgot that this is a hobby, in which we only partake to have fun and to get away from our daily 
routines and occupations – nobody needs another “job” during our time of leisure.

One thing has always been clear in my mind: if you treat people with respect, they will respond 
in kind. Our club has members from all walks of life and different backgrounds, educational, 
cultural, etc. From doctors to engineers to travel agents, members demand to be treated 
equally, and as adults. You dare treat them like kids, and the Merokes will sure let you know – 
make no mistake about it!

Just like me, our members also wanted to have a say in what the club does, and how our 
money was being spent. And I obliged: issues were discussed in the open, at the club 
meetings, where opinions were voiced and suggestions were offered, including the necessary 
arguments of course.  I consulted with the Board, but the final decision was always up for vote 
by the membership.  Despite some objections, my policy was broadly embraced by the 
majority: the members got their say, and their way – as I believe they should.

Did we resolve all of the club’s problems? Not by a long shot. We can do a lot better in flight 
training, organizing new and better events, getting more people involved, attracting new 
members… the list goes on. I hope the next administration will address these issues – and do 
better than mine did.



          THE MEROKE RC CLUB - EST. 1963

DECEMBER 2011  Ask not what your club can do for you...Ask what you can do for your club! Volunteer!!!" PAGE 8

A MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT TED EVANGELATOS

But one thing is for certain: Nothing will ever get better and 
the club will not move forward without the continuous 
contribution and volunteerism from its members. And by that I 
mean ALL of its members, not just the usual 10-15 guys.

The Merokes are no different than other clubs: There are 
those who always volunteer for different projects, those who 
prefer to just come to the meetings and simply hang out, and 
then of course those who like to complain about everything. I 
could only work with those in the first group, and hoped for 
occasional help from members in the second group. 

As for the third group (thankfully a very small number of 
today’s Merokes), well… they have always been there and 

will probably be around for the years to come. All I could was to just follow the advice of a past 
president: “You cannot please everybody, so just do what you think it is best for the majority of 
the club. The rest will find reasons to complain anyway.”

As I bid farewell to my 2-year tenure as the club President, I wish to thank the Merokes for the 
unwavering support I received in my efforts to better serve this club. I am deeply indebted to 
many of you for always lending a hand when I asked for your help. I am very proud to belong 
to your group, our group, the Meroke RC Club.

 I urge you to stand behind our newly-elected Executive Board and Dennis Osik, our new 
President. Dennis and his crew decided to volunteer more of their valuable time and energy to 
help the club move on to bigger and better things - simply because they care and love the 
Merokes as much as anybody else. 

So, whether you are a member of 30+ years or you just joined the club “yesterday”, get up 
there and help.  

Ask NOT what your club can do for you, but what YOU can do for your club.

Best wishes for the Holidays,

Ted Evangelatos
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BIRTHDAYS
	  	  DEC 2   Alan Hammer

 DEC 2   Ray Maramara

 DEC 6   Abramson Ellis

 DEC 11   Robin Smith  

 DEC 12   Edward Charles

 DEC 12   Chris  Mantzaris

 DEC 21   Nelson Ramos

 DEC 22   Bill Streb

 DEC 26   Irving Kreutel

 DEC 30   Tony PollioSend all suggestions to:
newsletter@meroke.c

 SUGGESTION BOX                                                                                                 

  PRESIDENT 
DENNIS OSIK

  VICE PRESIDENT 
GENE KOLAKOWSKI

  TREASURER 
  NICK GUIFFRE

  RECORDING SECRETARY 
ROGER SCANLON

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY
JOE PELEGRINO 

ELECTION RESULTS

 
 BOARD MEMBER

TED EVANGELATOS

  BOARD MEMBER
MIKE HAGENS

  BOARD MEMBER
CHARLIE LANDO

BOARD MEMBER
RUSSELL RHINE

December 9, 2011
ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER

 7:00 pm
See next page for Details

Congratulations to our newly elected Executive Committee and Board of Directors. We 
should all be grateful for their willingness to serve the Meroke RC Club. 

Calendar

December 15, 2011
Club Meeting

December 1, 2011
Club Meeting
Show & Tell 

 

 2011 TOP GUN
FINAL RESULTS

1. Patrick Boll 

2. Ted Evangelatos

3. Jack Tramuta

4. Nelson Ramos

5. Gene Kolakowski

6. Richard Boll

7. James Taverese

mailto:newsletter@meroke.com
mailto:newsletter@meroke.com
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2011 MEROKE AWARDS DINNER

From Queens take the Long Island 
Expressway  (Route 495) EAST to Exit 
46 (Sunnyside Blvd.). Hotel on NORTH 
corner of Expressway.

From Eastern Long Island take the Long 
Island Expressway  (Route 495) WEST 
to Exit 46 (Sunnyside Blvd.). Hotel on 
NORTH corner of Expressway.

The Annual Meroke Awards Dinner 
will take place on December 9, 2011 
at the PLAINVIEW HOLIDAY INN 
located at 215 Sunnyside Boulevard, 
Plainview New York, 11803.
516-349-7400

I recently had a tree removed from my front yard, quite a process I must say and like most of us of the 
male persuasion I am fascinated by the work process, as long as I don’t have to do the work. So I 
perched myself by my front window, out of sight of course, and watched as the tree quickly made it’s 
way into the wood chipper. Then it happened I nearly fell off my chair when they brought in the 
“STUMP GRINDER”, my eyes almost popped out of my head this was now approaching little boy 
construction heaven but then came the icing on the cake...they ran the monster machine with, you 
guessed it, AN RC TRANSMITTER!!! I’m still looking for my left eye I think it rolled under the 
refrigerator.

RC ANYONE...NO EVERYONE


